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such a bank, and how frequently have vve enjoyed 
the delicious odour which has arisen from the thymv 
grass as we walked over it in our rambles. It p os , 
sesses the same qualities, but is milder and more 
grateful than the garden Thyme ; and sheep that 
graze on the hills abounding with this and other 
aromatic plants, is considered superior in flavour 
to other mutton. Bees are also particularly par- 
tial to the flowers of the Wild Thyme, and the 
honey from the hives in the vicinity of bedsofthis 
plant is said to be of a remarkably delicious fla. 
vour. It derives its name from the Greek for 
strength , from its balsamic odour strengthening 
the animal spirits. The Wild Thyme has been 
noticed by many poets : Virgil writes, 

“ N o more my goats shall I behold you climb 

The steepy cliffs, or crop the flowery thyme.’' 

The roots are fibrous and creeping, the stems 
are hard and wiry, procumbent, and rooting, 
covered with down, and of a pink colour; the 
flowers grow in a whorl generally at the extremity, 
with one or two distant whorls ; the leaves are 
somewhat egg-shaped, on short foot-stalks, the 
margins are ciliated, and the whole leaf is occa- 
sionally clad with down. 
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THE COMMON VIPER’S BUGLOSS, 

( Echiurn Vvlgare. ) 

Class, Pentandria. Order, Monogynia. Nat. Ord., 
Bor agin ere. 

Has an herbaceous stem which is hispid, and 
thickly dotted with tubercles, the leaves are nar- 
row, lance-shaped, and covered with bristles ; the 
blossoms grow in lateral spikes, are very beauti- 
ful, at first reddish purple, and then brilliant blue, 
and sometimes white. 

“ The Bugloss buds of crimson hue. 

To azure flowers expand. 

Like changeful banner bright to view, 

By the wild winds fanned.” 

It grows in waste ground, in sandy and gravelly 
soil, and is abundant on the Surrey hills, with pale 
flowers. The plant grows two or three feet high : 
the blossom is of one petal, bell-shaped, with five 
divisions. Its name is taken from echis, a viper, 
because this or some plant of the family was sup- 
posed to be an effectual remedy against the bite of 
that reptile. 




8fr LV 9fr to VV ZV IV IV Ofr 68 88 LZ 98 98 VZ 88 28 IZ 08 62 82 LZ 92 92 VZ 82 22 



